
Dear Students and Parents: 
The holiday season is upon us and the first quarter has come to a close.  I want to 
wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving.  I hope that you have recovered from the 
storm.  I know the five days out of school has led to many wondering how those days 
will be made up.  Superintendent, Brad Smith, sent out a letter on November 6th ex-
plaining the guidelines from the state regarding missed school days.  In the letter, 
Mr. Smith noted that the District Calendar Committee will be convening to discuss 
options for how future days missed (snow is coming) will be made up.  The District 
Calendar Committee has scheduled a meeting and as the plan is developed, you will 
receive more information on the calendar planning as information comes available.   
 
Report cards have been published and will offer the opportunity for you and your 
child to reflect on the first quarter. For parents who have a login for Infinite Campus, 
you can review your child’s report card anytime.  To view your child’s report card in 
Infinite Campus, log in, select the “Reports” option on the list, and select “Report 
Card Quarter One”.  For parents who receive reports in the mail, your child’s report 
card should be enclosed with this newsletter.  I encourage you to sit with your child 
and review his / her academic grades, habits of work, and attendance.  If you have 
questions or concerns, please contact the teacher or your child counselor.   
 
For parents of 9th grade students, please review the letter addressed to you included 
with this mailing which provides some information about the grading and reporting 
system for students who anticipate graduating in 2021 and beyond.  The letter focus-
es on the use of both Infinite Campus and Empower for our 9th grade students.  In 
the letter, I have noted two evening meetings for parents, November 20th and No-
vember 29th, which will focus on our grading and reporting system. Both meetings 
will begin at 6:00pm in the MTA Commons. As we transition to a proficiency-based 
reporting system there will be questions raised. If you have questions about the pro-
ficiency-based system, I encourage you to contact me.   
 
Parent-Teacher Conferences were hosted this week on November 14th.  Though the 
high school formally hosts one conference night in the fall, parents can contact teach-
ers and request a conference anytime throughout the year to discuss questions or 
concerns you may have about your child.  I do want to acknowledge that we had 
some glitches in our messaging system which resulted in some parents who typically 
receive our emails not getting the information about conference sign ups.  I apologize 
for the error and appreciate that several parents reached out as they realized they did 
not get the information as expected. Steps are being taken to identify and resolve the 
issue with this communication and the emailing of this newsletter will provide an 
opportunity to retest the messaging system as I work with others to problem solve 
this issue so I can be confident that you are all receiving the our mailings / email-
ings.   
 
Respectfully, 
 
Donna F. Brunette, Principal 
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Several members of P.A.L.S. participated in a volunteer opportunity for 
Habitat for Humanity on October 28th in Bath. This is our second Build 
with this amazing organization. This particular job was unique in that it 
was a modular house which is atypical of the usual construction that is 
done by Habitat. We saw amazing photos of the two sections of the house 
brought in from Canada and strategically placed on the foundation by a 
crane. We were told that this was not an easy task due to the power lines 

and proximity of the house next door. After a briefing by Habitat 
volunteers, our job was to finish a deck that ran the length of the 
front of the house. Some students learned how to use a circular 
power saw, while   others focused on measuring, using a screw 
gun and various other tasks. Geometry applications were put to 
the test. It was quite a collaborative effort because we had to work 
as a team and eventually make decisions on our own when the 
professionals trusted us to complete the job. The students all ex-
pressed interest in volunteering again in the future and were in-
vited back after doing an impressive job. Thank you Zoe Stilphen, 
Max Spelke, Kevin Bolduc and Zoe Pinkham McNally. 

 

P.A.L.S. 

Each year as required by the federal Elementary and Secondary Education 

Act (ESEA) we are required to share our district and school report cards 

which summarize how our students performed on state mandated assess-

ment.  Attached you will find a letter which explains how you can access 

the report cards. 



Teens for Change 
Teens for Change is a group formed last year by students who attended the Reducing Sexism and Vio-
lence Program (RSVP) that was presented by Boys to Men out of Yarmouth.  RSVP is a leadership pro-
gram that empowers students to play a central role in ending gender-based harassment, abuse, and vi-
olence.  Sarah Furman, MTA Social Worker, advises the Teens for Change group with the support of 
RSVP personnel.  For more information about Boys to Men you can access the following website. 
http://www.maineboystomen.org/programs.php 

 
On December 5th, Boys to Men is coming to Mt. Ararat to present a training to the 9th and 10th 
grades.  The training will include a presentation in the Commons for all 9th and 10th graders followed 
by facilitated smaller group discussions.  While the 9th and 10th graders are engaged in the Boys to 
Men training, Teens for Change has organized for 11th and 12th graders to attend an assembly at the 
Orion called Speak About It.  Some of the students in the Teens for Change group attended a Speak 
About It presentation and advocated to bring this presentation to our school.  This assembly that is ap-
propriate for our juniors and seniors.  Here is a description of the Speak About It program:  “Speak 
About It is a performance-based presentation about consent, boundaries and healthy relationships. 
Using a combination of humorous and provocative skits, interactive dialogue, and monologues, 
Speak About It addresses consent, sexual assault, and bystander intervention.  The goal is to have a 
conversation about having a conversation about sex, and to leave the students feeling educated, en-
tertained and empowered to create change on their campus (Speak About It).”  If you would like 
more information about this group here is their website: https://cultureofrespect.org/program/
speak-about-it/.   

 

Tech Ten Survey 

The administration at Tech Ten Regional Center 

has asked that we survey 9th - 11th grade students 

as they consider programs for the future.  The sur-

vey will be administered the week of November 

27th.  Board policy requires that parents are noti-

fied of surveys administered in school.  If you 

would like to see the survey or would like to opt 

your child out of taking the survey, please contact 

Donna Brunette.   

Resources for Families 
It’s that time of year when we send 
out updated resources.  Thank you 
to Maria Hinteregger, Associate Di-
rector of Community Impact for 
United Way of Mid Coast Maine for 
providing us with the following doc-
uments to share with our families: 

 Directory of Commonly Request-
ed Community Services 

    Holiday Resources 
 
Remember that if you can’t find a re-

source, you should try calling 211 for 

help, or text your zip code to 898-

211.  The online database is available 

at 211Maine.org.  

http://www.maineboystomen.org/programs.php
https://cultureofrespect.org/program/speak-about-it/
https://cultureofrespect.org/program/speak-about-it/


PSAT Exam 

 

 

Mt. Ararat High School 

PSAT Exam 
On October 11, our second and third year students completed the PSAT.  
The scores  should be available for students in mid to late December. 

This standardized test provides first-hand practice of the   SAT— fo-
cused on critical reading skills, math, problem—solving skills 
and writing skills. 

The PSAT scores should be available to students through student's own 
personal College Board account. Through College Board, students will 
have free access to KhanAcademy to create a personalized study plan. 

In addition, after mid terms in January, advisors, English, and math 

teachers will design opportunities for students to review their scores to 

identify areas of strength and weakness to support students as they pre-

pare for the SAT.  

SAVE THE 
DATE! 

The Class of 2021 
is hosting a  

LIVE AUCTION  

on  

Saturday 

March 31, 2018 

Topsham  

Fairgrounds 
Advanced U.S.  History Students in Gettysburg 



 11/22—11/23………………………………………………………………………………………………..Thanksgiving Break 

 12/2…………………………………………………………………………………...N.H.S. Blood Drive (MTA Commons) 

 12/12………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...….Band Concert 

 12/22—1/1…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Winter Break I 

Dates To Remember 

 
Fueling Our Schools - November 16th 

The Irving Circle K in Topsham is sponsoring Mt. Ararat High School with 
a Fueling Our Schools Program.  The Irving Circle K will give our school 
$.10 per gallon of gas pumped on specific dates, at specific times, on a spe-
cific pump throughout the year.  All money raised will support activities, 

recognitions, and events for students and staff at MTA.  The first Fueling Our School Event 
will be Thursday, November 16th.  Everyone needs gas so please stop by the Irving in 
Topsham between 3:00pm and 8:00pm, look for the pump outfitted with the Fueling Our 
Schools labels, and purchase your fuel on November 16th.   
 

Students & Staff - you are invited to enter a drawing for a $50 gasoline card.  Just bring in your 

receipts with the date and time verifying you or a family member purchased gasoline during the 

Fueling Our School event, write your name on the receipt, and drop it in the Fueling Our Schools 

dropbox in the main office by November 21st.  The winner of the gas card will be announced No-

vember 27th.  

Mt. Ararat's MELMAC post-secondary education supporting 

grant ended this June. We have been able to provide many op-

portunities for our students including college campus visits for all 

sophomores with use of the grant funds. One of the final respon-

sibilities is for us to follow our graduates, to see how they are do-

ing in the adult world, and if they need any additional guidance 

with financial aid issues, etc.  To this end, Janet Galle will be con-

tacting all graduates in the classes of 2016 and 2017. In the past, 

our graduate contact has been via postcards in the US mail. This 

year we are sending out an appeal through email and Facebook. 

Any recent graduates should contact Mrs. Galle at 

gallej@link75.org to let her know if you are in college, the mili-

tary, working, in an internship or apprenticeship, or taking a 

GAP year.  We look forward to hearing from our grads.  

mailto:gallej@link75.org

